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Update from the head of
school
As we reach the end of a busy and exciting half term, we have
lots to celebrate! We have achieved an award, enjoyed some
fantastic events and settled back into our learning routines.
It has been wonderful to see our classrooms feeling calm and
purposeful, with very few behaviour incidents. We are incredibly
proud of the positive choices the children are making and the
progress they are achieving.

Last week, we welcomed the Royal Ballet into school for a special 
workshop, where the children explored expressing themselves 
through dance and movement. They thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience! We also presented our Golden Welly Award to Jacob 
for his outstanding attitude towards OPAL play. Well done, Jacob!

We have lots to look forward to, including Mini First Aid sessions during the first week back and a non-
uniform day on Friday. If you are able to, we would be grateful for a chocolate donation for the tombola at
the Christmas Fayre at the village hall that day. 

Dodgeball will also be starting after school on Thursdays. I have received some lovely feedback about our
new clubs this term, and we would love to see more children getting involved. Please book via Arbor if
your child would like to attend.

A few reminders:
Secret Santa: Bookings are live on Arbor, with a deadline of Monday 9th November.
Parent consultations: Bookings are now open, so please book a slot to speak with your child’s class
teacher.
Please do provide consent and any contribitions for panto. 
INSET day: School is closed this Friday for staff training.

I am pleased to share that we have appointed a new Headteacher for Hopton after a successful interview,
who will start on 1st January. We will share further information soon. I will continue as Head of School
until the end of the autumn term to support a smooth transition.

Thank you for your continued support this half term. We have much to be proud of, and I look forward to
another exciting term ahead!

I wish you all a happy and restful half term. Stay safe, and we look forward to seeing you in November.
Best wishes,
Mrs Whiting



This week in Willow Class the children have enjoyed
reading the story of The Little Red Hen. They have 
drawn and described their own characters and settings
inspired by the book. We having been taking advantage
of the lovely autumn weather and spending a lot of time 
outdoors, exploring and playing with autumn treasures.
In our Forest school session we read the story Leaf Man,
created our own imaginative leaf man pictures and had
a fantastic time decorating conkers and log slices.

Oak Class had a very busy end to the first term of the year! We have continued our learning into The
Romans, using research skills to find out everything we could about how they lived, what they ate
and how they successfully invaded Britain. We also enjoyed learning about Boudica and her
resistance to the invasion. In science we have been continuing to develop our understanding of light
and shadows and have used different tools, including light meters, to plan and carry out
investigations. We have also considered eye safety in the sun and designed an investigation into
sunglasses and UV light.  Our French learning for this term has been Les Instruments, and we have
learned the name for ten instruments and how to say 'I can play'.

What an exciting final week of term we have had in Ash Class! We finished reading Other Words for
Home and celebrated with a wonderful food-tasting session, sampling some of the delicious foods
mentioned throughout the story. The olives certainly divided opinion! In English, the children
produced some beautiful pieces of creative writing, describing atmospheric autumnal scenes using
ambitious vocabulary and high-quality figurative language. Meanwhile, in Art, our clay tiles are
looking incredibly impressive, showcasing the children's creativity and their understanding of the
geometric patterns found in Islamic art. What a fantastic way to end the half-term!

class updates



There are still spaces available for all clubs. Please do email the office if you would like to book!



Thursday 22nd October Last Day for children

friday 23  octoberrd INSET DAY - school closed to children

Friday 6th November Mini First Aid training for all children

Friday 6th November
Non uniform - chocolate tombola for

Christmas Fayre

Monday 9th November Parent’s Evening 3:30-5:30

Tuesday 10th November
1:30 Reception Open Day for new prospective

parents

Wednesday 11th November Remembrance Service at the Church 10:45

Tuesday 24th November Christingle at the church 9:00

Wednesday 25th November Art Day

Friday 20th November Children in Need - theme TBC

Wednesday 2nd December Whole school trip to the Pantomime - 10am start

Thursday 3rd December
9:30 Reception Open Day for new prospective

parents

Wednesday 9th December Secret Santa

Thursday 10th December Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner

Monday 14th December Governors awards 8:45 - invitation only.

Tuesday 15th December Christmas Nativity Service in the Church - 9:00

Friday 18th December Last day of term

Monday 21st December to Friday 1st
January

Xmas Holidays

Monday 4th January  INSET day - no children in school
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